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Introducing the 

ALONGSIDE
SCHEME

I can share openly in a safe 
space and receive wise counsel. 

It is good to talk and pray 
together. At times we share 

prophetic words that we feel 
the Lord might be saying. I often 

come away with a diff erent 
perspective on a situation I am 

facing. I always feel encouraged 
and strengthened. 

I wholeheartedly recommend 
the Alongside Scheme.

Revd Lesley Lawrence

What is it?
The Alongside Scheme supports church leaders in 
the whole of their lives, both their ministry context 
and their personal life of prayer. 

Prayerful, personal support for church leaders

Would you value a companion who can support you in ministry, 
share their wisdom and experience, and pray for both your personal 

fl ourishing and for the ministry to which you have been called?

Why now?
We recognise that many church leaders can become isolated, depleted and 

discouraged – and the experience of the pandemic has added to the 
pressures they face. We also know that this is a period of change and 

uncertainty in the life of the church, when those in ministry 
will benefi t from additional support.  

A trained ReSource Companion undertakes to meet 
with a church leader on a mutually agreed pattern, 
online and/or in person, and also commits to pray for 
the church leader in between their meetings. 

As a prophetic voice and critical friend, the ReSource 
Companion off ers:

• a commitment to pray regularly for the 
   church leader
• objectivity from an outside context
• the wisdom of their own ministry experience
• the courage to ask searching questions
• the giftedness to off er wise counsel where 
   that might enrich a leader’s life and ministry



If you’re interested in joining the scheme, please fi ll in 
the short form online at:
www.resource-arm.net/alongside-scheme

You will then be contacted for a follow-up conversation 
with our Alongside Manager, Revd Jolyon Trickey. Having 
heard about your particular situation, he will propose 
a ReSource Companion with whom you can begin an 
Alongside journey. 

ReSource undertakes to provide ongoing training, 
supervisor support and accountability for the Companions. 

How does the Alongside Scheme work?

Is this another name for 
spiritual direction?
The Companions have a range of ministry experience, 
and elements of mentoring, spiritual direction, work 
coaching and counselling may form part of Alongside 
companionships. But we believe the scheme is distinct 
in its dual emphasis on both the church leader’s own 
faith, and their public ministry, all held within the 
context of ReSource’s vision and values.

What about funding for the Scheme?
Companions give their time on a voluntary basis, and there is no specifi c charge for 
the Scheme. ReSource underwrites all other costs. At the same time we ask church 
leaders (or their churches) to consider an annual donation to ReSource (of around 
£250/yr), if circumstances allow. Our experience is that dioceses are sympathetic to 
the use of personal training allocations or other discretionary funds for this purpose.

ReSource’s vision is to see churches across the UK Alive in the Spirit and Active in Mission.

We long to see churches of all kinds and traditions being beacons of life and hope wherever 
they are set, making a transforming diff erence in their communities.

ReSource helps churches and church leaders to keep the person and work of God 
the Holy Spirit at the forefront of their discipleship and their mission, with a 

particular heart for little, local and ordinary churches.
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